
T    he Exponential Conference (exponential.
org) in November gave a small group of 

FLC leaders an experience together that invited 
us to imagine every member of our community 
making disciples. That picture connects clearly 
with our congregation’s mission to reach, 
nourish and empower people with the life-
giving news of Jesus.

At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus sends 
the disciples into the world to make disciples, “teaching them to obey all 
that I’ve commanded you.” The life that they have learned to live with Jesus 
is the life that they are to invite others to share. The writer of the Ephesians 
letter expresses in a prayer the transformation that this life will bring: “I ask 
that you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you will 
be filled entirely with the fullness of God.” (3:19)

The Ephesians letter focuses a truth at the heart of the whole New 
Testament message. It celebrates that the transformative power that raises 
us to new life in Christ is power that comes from God. This power doesn’t 
arise from our own personal abilities or striving. It comes from God, whose 
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desire, revealed in Christ, is 
for us to know love and be 
filled with God’s fullness. 
 
Knowing God’s desire to 
share this grace, we can 
make ourselves available as 
much as possible to listen 
for what God is inviting 
among us. We can look for 
opportunities to live into 
compassion and welcome 
others into this path 
alongside us.

We are asking members 
of the new FLC ministry 
teams to grow into a team 
covenant that is directed 
toward the specific ministry 
focus of each team. 
Adapting the structure 
of that covenant a bit, 
here is a simple set of 
commitments that we can 
make to open ourselves to 
the love that Jesus reveals, 

so that we all can be ready to share 
love with others and grow with them 
toward maturity in Christ.

Discipleship Covenant
1.	 Daily bible reading. Develop or 

deepen a daily practice of listening 
to the scriptures, using the weekly 
Sunday readings or a reading plan 
of your choice.

2.	 Daily prayer. Pray for needs of the 
church, the world, and creation, 
and for our growth in living the way 
of Christ. Pray daily for the mission 
and work of the FLC community.

3.	 Weekly community life. Share 
life together in at least one way 
with the FLC community, building 
relationship with others through 
worship, service, learning, or 
communal meals.

4.	 Works of love. Seek ways to use 
your energy, skills, and creativity in 
active ministry. 

I encourage you to think of this set of 
commitments, not as goals to achieve, 

but rather as the center to which we 
keep returning. It is only by God’s 
power that we are joined together 
as God’s household and built into a 
place where God lives through the 
Spirit (Eph 2:19-22). Returning to these 
commitments every time we drift away 
will bring us back, again and again, to 
openness and availability. These are 
commitments to listen for God and to 
follow the Spirit into a life shaped by 
the love of Christ. 

If you were to take on this covenant of 
discipleship for the year 2026, what 
resources, support, or encouragement 
would you need or want from me and 
others in our community? I am eager to 
help us all grow in these ways that we 
might come to “know the love of Christ 
that is beyond knowledge.”

Taking up this challenge, we can 
become nourished and empowered 
to teach others the pathway of 
discipleship that opens us all to the 
healing life of God. 
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Discipleship is rarely a straight line. 
The story of Peter—bold, loyal, yet 
deeply flawed—reminds us that 
even the closest followers of Jesus 
stumble. Peter’s denial 
of Christ wasn’t a 
minor misstep; it was a 
heartbreaking failure, 
especially for someone 
who once declared 
unwavering devotion. 
Fortunately, that’s not 
where Peter’s story 
ends.

After the resurrection, Jesus doesn’t 
shame Peter—He restores him. Three 
times, Jesus invites Peter to affirm his 

love. This is grace. This is redemption. 
Failure doesn’t disqualify us from 
discipleship. It prepares us for deeper 
growth.

Too often, we expect 
the Christian journey to 
be clean and consistent. 
But the reality is messy 
middles—seasons of 
doubt, fear, and failure. 
These moments don’t 
need to define us. What 
matters most is where 

we turn when we fall. We don’t need 
to be perfect, because God’s grace 
is. 

–Renee Engen

J oin us for a cozy, delicious 
time at Soup Club! The 

last Sunday of January, 
February, and March, we 
meet to share homemade 
soups, taste new flavors, 
and enjoy good company.

What to bring:
•	 Your favorite soup (bring 

enough to share!)
•	 Ingredient list
•	 Bowl and spoon (if you 

forget we have extra in 
the Gathering Space 
Kitchen)

•	 A friend. Soup is better 
with friends.

•	 Can’t bring a soup? No 
problem. Stay and soup 
anyway!

When: 10:45am on the 
following Sundays: January 
25, February 22, & March 29

Where: Gathering Space

Why? Because who doesn’t 
love a good bowl of soup? 
Whether you’re a soup master  
or a first-timer, come for the 
soup and stay for the soup!

Sign up in the Gathering 
Space, or just show up—we 
can’t wait to see, you and 
your soup, there!

Hosted by soup lovers - 
Arwen, Aubrey, & Renee  

PATH TO DISCIPLESHIP
The Messy Middle: When Disciples Fail

Digging deeper into God’s Word, together.

We don't need 

to be perfect, 

because God's 

grace is. 
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During the Christmas 
season, we think 

about the gifts we give and 
receive—especially the 
gift of Jesus. As we enter 
a new year, First Lutheran 
invites you to share one 
simple gift: your time.

Please consider choosing 
one week between now 
and the end of May to help 
serve our congregation. 
To remain a welcoming, 
worshiping community, we 
need members in action!

Ways to help: greet, 
read scripture, serve 
communion, usher, host 
coffee hour, assist with 
Altar Guild, or refill pew 
racks during the week.

Call the church office at 
608.752.7434 for details. 
Most roles require only 
a little time and brief 
instruction.

Thank you for considering 
this meaningful service! 

THE GIFT OF 
YOUR TIME

Members in Action

We are excited to welcome 
our newest members to the 

First Lutheran Church family! On 
Sunday, January 18, we invite all new 
members—and those considering 
becoming members—to join us for a 
warm and welcoming New Member 
Brunch in the Gathering Space.

This relaxed morning gathering is a 
chance to meet pastoral staff, connect 
with ministry leaders, and get to know 
others who are becoming part of our 

faith community. Over a delicious 
brunch, we’ll share stories, answer 
questions, and explore ways to 
engage in the life and mission of First 
Lutheran.

Whether you’re brand-new, recently 
returning, or looking to take the next 
step, we would love to celebrate 
this moment with you. Come enjoy 
fellowship, food, and friendly faces 
as we officially welcome you into our 
church family! 

NEW MEMBER BRUNCH
Sun, Jan 18 at 10:30am, Gathering Space

J oin us on Tues, Jan 6 from 6-8pm as we use 
The Chosen TV series and curriculum to 

discuss and explore the Bible in a unique way. 
Open to men of all ages and we meet in the 
Youth Room. 

Contact: 
Eric Engen, 608.290.7083, eengen@flcj.org  

MEN OF IRON
Tues, Jan 6, 6-8pm, Youth Room
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Wednesdays Together 
kick off each new 

month at First Lutheran 
with an evening dedicated 
to food, fellowship, and 
connection for all ages. 
We begin at 6pm with 
a potluck dinner, where 
friends and families gather 
to enjoy good food and 
welcoming conversation.

After the meal, children, 
youth, and adults move into 
activities and discussions 
that help us learn, grow in 
faith, and build community. 
Whether you're diving 
into a Bible story, joining 
a group conversation, or 
simply spending time with 
others, there’s something 
meaningful for everyone.

Wednesdays Together 
offer a midweek pause to 
reconnect—with God and 
with each other. Come 
enjoy a delicious meal, 
uplifting conversation, and 
the joy of being part of our 
church family. We’d love to 
have you with us! 

WEDNESDAYS 
TOGETHER

Jan 7 from 6:-7:30pm

The First Lutheran Church Women 
warmly invite everyone to join us 

for our annual Soup and Sandwich 
Luncheon on Tuesday, January 27 
at noon in the Gathering Space. 
This cherished gathering offers a 
wonderful opportunity to enjoy good 
food and fellowship in the heart of our 
church community.

A delicious variety of options will 
be available, including two kinds of 

sandwiches served on three types of 
bread, along with three hearty soup 
selections. Bars, cookies, coffee, and 
tea will round out the meal. Following 
lunch, stay for a brief program.

This event is free of charge, though 
donations are gratefully accepted. 
To help us plan, please RSVP to the 
church office if you plan to attend. We 
look forward to sharing this special 
afternoon with you! 

SOUP AND SANDWICH 
LUNCHEON
Jan 27 at Noon in the Gathering Space

Please join us in the Chapel as 
we focus on positive, effective 

strategies for caregivers and for 
individuals living with dementia. 

Our ever-evolving discussion group 
welcomes newcomers, as those who 
are impacted by dementia are ever-
changing. Led by Peg Haeger 

LIVING WELL WITH 
DEMENTIA
Jan 25 at 9:15am, Chapel



76

W e believe FLC is a 
wonderful place 

to grow in faith, build 
meaningful relationships, 
and feel truly supported. 
It is a community where 
people of all ages can 
worship, learn, serve, and 
walk together through 
every season of life.

During Bring a Friend 
February, we encourage 
you to invite someone 
in your life to come and 
experience the warmth, 
joy, and genuine sense of 
belonging that make our 
church family so special. 
Whether it’s a friend, 
neighbor, coworker, or 
family member, a simple 
invitation can make a 
meaningful difference. 
Come share the blessing 
and help us welcome new 
faces into our community. 

 

BRING A 
FRIEND 

FEBRUARY
Feb 1, 8, & 15

Exciting music is on the program 
for Sunday, January 25, at 3pm, 

at First Congregational Church, 
801 Bushnell Street in Beloit. Amy 
Hartsough, FLC Music Director, and 
Pr. Michael Mueller will be joined by 
Parker HS Senior, Cooper Buehl. The 
program includes a variety of solo 
selections, including folk songs of 
Benjamin Britten, some sassy and 
sentimental songs of William Bolcom, 
and music for organ and piano. 

All three performers will come 
together to present Britten’s Canticle 
II: Abraham and Isaac, which sets 
to music the story of the testing 
of Abraham, based on a medieval 
mystery play. The trio first performed 
this piece for the Classical Showcase 

Concert at FLC in April 2025. In this 
unsettling biblical story, God calls 
upon Abraham to offer his only son 
Isaac as a sacrifice. 

The anguished dialogue between 
Abraham (tenor) and Isaac (mezzo-
soprano) draws listeners into the 
terror and pathos of their plight, 
building until the moment of release 
when God stays Abraham’s hand 
and offers him a ram as a substitute. 
The medieval text invites listeners to 
recognize the connections to Christ’s 
gift of grace and our call to live with 
the trust of Abraham. 

We hope that you will join us for an 
afternoon of great music! 

PRESENTING ON THE 
MUSICA MAXIMA SERIES
Jan 25 at 3pm
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Are you new to the Christian faith, 
new to First Lutheran, or simply 

looking for a refresher on what it 
means to grow as a disciple?

Join us for a welcoming and engaging 
half-day retreat designed to help you 
connect, learn, and deepen your faith. 
We will conclude the retreat by having 
lunch together. 

What We’ll Explore
What makes the Lutheran tradition 
unique? Explore our core teachings, 
values, and identity.

Living Out Our Baptismal Covenants: 
What does baptism mean for daily life, 
service, and community?
 

Discovering Your Gifts: Learn about 
your God-given strengths and how 
you can use them in the church and 
the world.

The Mission and Message of First 
Lutheran: Hear our story, our vision, 
and how you can be a part of what 
God is doing here.

Who Should Attend
Anyone new to First Lutheran, 
anyone new to faith or new to the 
Lutheran tradition, anyone seeking a 
meaningful refresher or reconnection

We’d love to have you with us as we 
learn, share, and grow together!

For more information or to sign up 
please contact Renee. 

DISCIPLESHIP RETREAT
Sat, Feb 21, 9am-Noon, Gathering Space

For college, career, and 
young married, nights 
include a free meal, trivia, 
Bible study & worship.
Contact: Eric, 608.290.7083 
eengen@flcj.org 

YOUNG 
ADULTS

Jan 8, 15, 22, 29
6:30-8pm

Youth Room
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THE YEAR

Coffee Hour Christmas Caroling

Young Adults 
Group

First Fest Lunch

Cookie Walk

Grand Prix 
Bike Race

Ash 
Wednesday 
Meal

Christmas Eve

Bike Riding Group

The annual 
youth color 

clash held this 
summer
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IN REVIEW

Vacation Bible School Trick or Treating

Red & White 
Dance

Meal Prep for GIFTS Men's Shelter

Classical Music 
Showcase

Youth mission trip 
to North Carolina

Chancel Choir

Youth Brewer 
Game

Spring 
Salad 

Luncheon

Christmas 
for All 
Ages
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These are the highlights from the December 2025 Church Council Minutes. If 
you would like to read the full minutes please visit: www.flcj.org/council

•	 The council received an update about the Exponential Central Conference 
and the plans to move the work forward.  FLC is signed up for next year.

•	 Foundation grants are coming soon; applications will be due February 6.
•	 Child’s First is planning a kitchen remodel.
•	 Numerous HVAC repairs have occurred, and more are likely needed.
•	 Talk with Leadership will be held April 19th
•	 All teams in our new organizational structure are looking for more 

members.  People are interested in joining the council.

Next meeting: Jan 20, 2026, 6:30pm 
Respectfully Submitted, Elisa Ried, Secretary   

COUNCIL MINUTES
Highlights of December Minutes

11

MEMORIALS
Nov 2026

MEMORIALS 
RECEIVED
Barbara Mallon Memorial
Foundation: Ronald Mallon

GIFTS RECEIVED
ECHO: Lois Burggraf, 
Barbara & Dennis Franke, 
Frances & Vincent 
Kessenich, Diane Lux, 
William & Denise Rankin, 
Alison & Kris Bjoin, David 
Romstad, Catherine Garvin, 
Charlotte Christensen, Karen 
Kirkpatrick, James & Karla 
Vriezen.

Pastors Discretionary Fund: 
Tom & Lynn Kevern

Thank Offering: Leah Cross, 
Mary Peterson, Jeanette 
Beard, Bruce & Gina Kerbel, 
Peggy Nimo,

GIFTS Meals: David & 
Christine Moore 

T he Page Turners meet on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 5pm in the 

Gathering Space. Come every month or 
simply when you can—everyone is welcome! 
Contact: Sally Schuenke, 608.754.0407

Jan 6: Breathing Lessons by Anne Tyler
Feb 3: The Measure by Nikki Erlick 

PAGE TURNERS
Upcoming Books

The Altar Guild will meet on Jan 7 
at 5:30pm in the Gathering Space 

to plan the spring schedule. Everyone 
is welcome! If you’re interested in 
helping, please join us—we’ll provide 
training and answer any questions you 
may have. We look forward to seeing 
many new faces! 

BE PART OF THE ALTAR 
GUILD TEAM
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Take a few moments 
each day to connect 

with God through His Word. 
You’ll be amazed at how 
your relationship with Him 
deepens and grows.

Jan 4 (Christmas 2):  
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:[1-9] 10-18

Jan 11 (Baptism of Our Lord):  
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17

Jan 18 (Epiphany 2):  
Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm 40:1-11
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

Jan 25 (Epiphany 3):  
Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm 27:1, 4-9
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23 

MONTHLY 
READINGS

January

11

Come play pickleball—or learn the basics—on 
Saturdays in the gym from 9-11am! 
Contact: Jenny McMullen at 608.208.0315 

PICKLEBALL 
RETURNS
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JAN CALENDAR
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

1 2 3
BUILDING 
CLOSED

BUILDING 
CLOSED

9a Pickleball 
(G)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8a Worship (SA)
9a Coffee Hour (GS)
9:15a SS (SS)
9:30a Worship (SA) 
10:30a Choir (CR)
10:30a Confirmation 
Class (CH)

1p Noteables (CR)
8p Centering Prayer 
(Zoom)

8a BG’s (FHL)
9a Knitters (FHL)
11a Staff Mtg (302)
1:30p Smart  
Recovery (302)
4:15p Handbells (SA)
4:30p Girl Scouts (FH)
5p Page Turners (GS)
6p Men of Iron (YR)

8:30a Mission Sew 
(FH)
10a Bible Study (302)
4:30p FLCW (FHL)
5:30p Altar Guild 
(FHL)
6p Wed Together (GS)
6p Worship Team (SA)
7p Youth Group (YR)

10a Worship  
(Rock Haven)
11:15a Worship 
(Oak Park Place)
3p Comm Team 
(Zoom)
6p Smart
Recovery (302)
6:30p Young 
Adults (YR)

Youth 
Winter 
Chill

PROGRESS 
ARTICLES 
DUE
Youth 
Winter Chill
9a 
Stamping 
(FH)
9a Pickleball 
(G) 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Youth Winter Chill
8a Worship (SA)
9a Coffee Hour (GS)
9:15a SS (SS) 
9:30a Worship (SA) 
10:30a Choir (CR)
4p Cub Scouts (FH)

1p Noteables (CR)
5:30p Building & 
Grounds Team (302)
6p Relationships 
Team (GS)
8p Centering Prayer 
(Zoom)

8a BG’s (FHL)
9a Mary Ruth Cir (FHL)
11a Staff Mtg (302)
1:30p Smart  
Recovery (302)
4:15p Handbells (SA)
4:30p Girl Scouts (G)
5:30p Worship 
Collective (GS)
6:30p Youth & Fam 
Team (YR)

10a Bible Study (302)
1p Joanna Circle (FHL)
6p Worship Team (SA)
7p Youth Group (YR)

3:30p Second 
Harvest (Gym)
6p Smart
Recovery (302)
6:30p Young 
Adults (YR)

8:30a 
Discipleship 
Team (FH)
8:30a 
Inclusion 
Team (302)
9a Pickleball 
(G)

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8a Worship (SA)
9a Coffee Hour (GS)
9:15a SS (SS) 
9:15a Talk w/
Leadership (CH)
9:30a Worship (SA) 
10:30a Choir (CR)
10:30a New Friends 
Brunch (GS)
1p Safe Fam Event 
(FH)

9a Safe Fam (301)
1p Noteables (CR)
8p Centering Prayer 
(Zoom)

8a BG’s (FHL)
9a Knitters (GS)
11a Staff Mtg (302)
1:30p Smart  
Recovery (302)
4:15p Handbells (SA)
5:30p Masterpiece 
(GS)
6:30p Church Council 
(301)

8:30a Mission Sew 
(FH)
10a Bible Study (302)
6p Worship Team (SA)
7p Youth Group (YR)

6p Smart
Recovery (302)
6:30p Young 
Adults (YR)

9a Pickleball 
(G)

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
8a Worship (SA)
9a Coffee Hour (GS)
9:15a SS (SS) 
9:15a Living Well 
with Dementia (CH)
9:30a Worship (SA) 
10:30a Choir (CR)
10:30a Soup Club 
(GS)

1p Noteables (CR)
8p Centering Prayer 
(Zoom)

8a BG’s (FHL)
11a Staff Mtg (302)
12p FLCW Soup/
Sandwich (GS)
1:30p Smart  
Recovery (302)
4:15p Handbells (SA)
4:30p Girl Scouts (FH)

10a Bible Study (302)
6p Worship Team (SA)
7p Youth Group (YR)

6p Smart
Recovery (302)
6:30p Young 
Adults (YR)

9a Pickleball 
(G)
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If you have an article idea for the Progress, please submit it to 
christals@flcj.org by the first of the month so the layout can be 
planned. The actual articles are due the 10th of the month.  

Abbreviation Key:
CH = Chapel
CR = Choir Room
FH = Fellowship Hall
FHL = Fellowship Hall Lounge
G = Gym

GS = Gathering Space
SA = Sanctuary
SS = Sunday School Room
YR = Youth Room
301 = Room 301
302 = Room 302
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CHURCH FINANCIALS
The monthly financial report shows the Memorial 

giving and expenses in the first column, with the 
actual and budgeted revenue and spending in the 
last three columns, for July-October 2025. This chart 
follows the treasurer’s report for October in the council 
minutes. The financial reports are re-organized to 
reflect the transition to the new teams. The Discipleship 
Development, Inclusion and Integration, Relationship 

Building, Worship and Youth and Family Engagement 
teams fall under the category of church programs. The 
full balance sheet and profit and loss reports can be 
viewed online (www.flcj.org/financials). If you have any 
questions on the financial reports, please contact Arwen 
Twitchett at 608.752.7434 x14 or email busadmin@flcj.
org. 

Memorials YTD Actual YTD Budget $ Over/(Under) 
Budget

Revenue
Contributions $224,292.52 $234,041.00 ($9,748.48)
Rentals $13,425.83 $13,781.08 ($355.25)
Weddings/Funerals $650.00 $300.00 $350.00
Other Receipts $24,951.85 $13,808.32 $11,143.53
4-H Fair $40,890.96 $44,300.00 ($3,409.04)
Memorials and Gifts $115,664.31
Total Revenue $115,664.31 $304,211.16 $306,230.40 ($2,019.24)

Mission Spending
Benevolence $0.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $0.00
Personnel $3,600.00 $218,096.23 $223,904.92 ($5,808.69)
Administration $33.83 $12,214.12 $14,931.36 ($2,717.24)
Buildings and Grounds $29,998.00 $41,367.15 $53,491.00 ($12,123.85)
Communication $369.21 $1,224.68 $2,340.00 ($1,115.32)
Church Programs $6,638.34 $21,435.88 $23,631.64 ($2,195.76)
Community Connections $2,041.24 $0.00 $110.00 ($110.00)
Memorial Miscellaneous $941.40
Total Mission Spending $43,622.02 $297,338.06 $321,408.92 ($24,070.86)

Total Net Income (loss) $72,042.29 $6,873.10 ($15,178.52) $22,051.62

Year to Date Financials
July - October 2025

13
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CHURCH FINANCIALS

The financials for the fiscal year to date, July-
November 2025, are shown below. The weekly 

need is calculated by averaging the total budgeted 
expenses for 12 months (from July 2025 through June 
of 2026). The weekly average YTD is the total income 
received, divided by the number of weeks in this fiscal 
year, to date. The graph shows the budgeted expenses 

in green, the actual expenses in blue and the monthly 
income received as a black dot and line. Total income 
for July through November is below budget by -$4,722.  
Expenses remain slightly lower than anticipated, so year 
to date income continues to be higher than monthly 
expenses.  

Weekly need $18,045 Budgeted Income: $70,106 Budgeted Expense: $67,513

Weekly average YTD $21,859.69 Actual Income: $67,524 Actual Expense: $62,290

Received to date Difference % Difference

YTD income needed $388,547 $371,615 ($16,932) 96%

12 month income needed $938,539 $371,615 ($566,924) 40%

November 30, 2025

YTD income and expenses
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Worship Schedule: 8am: Sanctuary; 9:30am: Sanctuary & Live-Stream on Facebook & YouTube
9:15am: Sunday School
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